VILLAGE OF VETERAN

REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING
January 20, 2026
A regular meeting of the Council of the Village of Veteran was held on Tuesday, January 20, 2026, in the
Village of Veteran Community Hall Meeting Room.
 
ORDER:
Mayor Wipf called the meeting to order at 5:40 pm.
PRESENT:
Mayor Wipf, Deputy Mayor Durksen and C.A.O. Nichole Grocock.
AGENDA:  
2026-004
Mayor Wipf moved to approve the agenda, as presented.  
 


CARRIED. 
MINUTES:  



2026-005
Deputy Mayor Durksen moved that the minutes of the regular council meeting held on December 09, 2025, and the minutes of the special council meeting January 13, 2026, be approved, as presented. 



CARRIED. 
DELEGATION:
None 
OLD BUSINESS:
1) Village Office

2026-006
Mayor Wipf moved to accept Preliminary Design Package from Techtree Engineering Ltd. of the office building design for the new village office and release the package for bidding, as presented. 

CARRIED.  

2) Village Foreman

2026-007
Deputy Mayor Durksen moved to amend and accept the offer for Wesley Saunders on the Village Foreman contract with a rate of pay of an $85,009.60 yearly salary, full benefits with no probation, and 4 weeks holidays and to accept his start date of February 1, 2026.
CARRIED.  

2) Water & Wastewater Quality Management Service Agreement

BYLAW:
1) Bylaw #566-26 – Amending Utilities Bylaw #510-13 – Water Rate increase from $3.91 to $3.95. 

2026-008
Mayor Wipf moved to give Bylaw No. 566-26 first reading.  



CARRIED. 

2026-009
Deputy Mayor Durksen moved for the Second Reading of Bylaw No. 566-26. 
CARRIED. 

2026-010
Mayor Wipf moved that Bylaw No. 566-26 be presented at this meeting for the third and final reading.  
CARRIED. 

2026-011
Deputy Mayor Durksen moved that Bylaw No. 566-26 be read a third time and finally passed. 

CARRIED. 

NEW BUSINESS:
1) Fire Department Service Medals and Certification
2026-012
Deputy Mayor Durksen moved to approve the purchase of the service medals and certifications for the Veteran Volunteer Fire and Rescue in the amount of approximately $1,740.00, as presented. 

CARRIED. 



2) 208 Waterloo Street

2026-013
Mayor Wipf moved to set a sale price of $9,000 for 208 Waterloo Street, as presented. 

CARRIED. 



3) Fire Dispatch and 9-1-1 Call Answer Agreements

2026-014
Deputy Mayor Durksen moved to approve the renewal of the Fire Dispatch and 9-1-1 Call Answer Agreements with the City of Red Deer with a fee of $2 per capita per year for a period of 5 years starting January 1, 2026, as presented. 

CARRIED.  

COUNCILLORS REPORT:



Mayor Wipf – Verbal report presented.    


Deputy Mayor Durksen – Verbal report presented.    
CAO REPORT:

2026-015
Mayor Wipf moved to approve the CAO’s report, as presented, with the following time off, January 21 12:00 pm to 4:00 pm. 


CARRIED. 
FINANCIAL
2026-016
Mayor Wipf moved to approve the cheque listing in the amount of $65,617.99, as presented.
CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 

2026-017

Deputy Mayor Durksen moved to approve the monthly financial statement for the period ending December 31st, 2025, as presented.
CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 

CORRESPONDENCE:   Meetings, Minutes & Workshops:
The Land and Property Rights Tribunal (LPRT) Training 2026 - TBA

ICS300 has been moved to Q2 2026 - June 2, 3, 4 – Venue to be Announced

Regional Emergency Management Agency – Functional Exercise in Q2-Q3 – location and date TBA
Information Items:

Atco Electric - LED multiplier rate has changed from 7.51% to 7.57%. Slight decrease to street light costs for the village. 

Census of Population will take place in May 2026. 

Changes to the Police Funding Model that will take effect on April 1, 2026.

The department is finalizing preliminary five-year cost estimates for each municipality under the renewed Police Funding Model.  While figures will change as updated information becomes available, these estimates are intended to demonstrate how the renewed formula will be applied and to support municipal budget planning.  For example:

· The five-year cost estimate calculations will utilize 2024–25 PPSA frontline policing actuals, assuming an 8% annual increase to policing costs and a five-year phase in.

· The five-year cost estimate calculations will utilize 2024–25 population, equalized assessment, preliminary occurrence data, and vacancy data.


Shirley McClellan Regional Water Services Commission adopt Policy 1.4 Technical Criteria for Tap-Off Connections. This policy ensures:

• Standardized design and installation of tap-off connections,

• Protection of the Commission’s transmission infrastructure, and

• Fair and safe access to the regional water supply system for all Members and

approved third-party customers.

This policy applies to all tap-off connections to the Commission’s transmission pipelines

within the service region. Where any discrepancy arises between this policy and the

Commission’s Bylaws, the Bylaws shall take precedence.

New amendments to the Water (Ministerial) Regulation regarding exemptions from requiring a Water Act licence or approval that are effective from January 13, 2026. The changes follow from the water availability engagement. 

 
The Government of Alberta has expanded some existing exemptions and added new exemptions for low-risk activities, namely:

· Expansions / changes to existing exemptions:

· Increased quantity and/or size limits for existing exemptions for dugouts, stormwater ponds, wetland construction, and temporary camps.


A definition of dugout has been added to the regulation, specifying the intended agricultural purpose of dugouts. This clarifies and reinforces that to qualify for the exemption; the purpose of the storage and use of the water must be for agricultural purposes.  This means the exemption is for agricultural purposes only, and that a license is required (and in some areas a water transfer) to use dugouts for purposes other than agriculture.


New exemptions:

· Exemptions established for emergency preparedness, bridge and sign washing, dust control, and Green Area borrow pits on public lands.

Bulk Water Usage December - 0 

CAO Nichole December – 11.75 hrs OT, 5 hrs medical apt, 1 hrs personal
2026-018
Mayor Wipf moved to accept the correspondence, as presented.    

CARRIED. 
CLOSED MEETING:
None

ADJOURMENT:
2026-019
Mayor Wipf moved to adjourn the meeting at 6:40 pm.  
NEXT MEETING:
Regular Meeting – February 17, 2026
______________________________                        
 __________________________________

Jerry Wipf,              
 Nichole Grocock,
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 Chief Administrative Officer
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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